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knowledge of any language but their own to do business in countries where only 
a trifling percentage of the population understand English, strikes these careful, 
inethodical European experts as amazing." * * * Reduced to its simplest 
terms, these investigators generally conclude that the reliance on a general and 
more or less superficial education, together with natural adaptability, to fit young 
men for almost every walk in life, and the lack of specialized study in physical 
science, modern languages, and the industrial arts, will, if persisted in neutralize 
much of the advantage which our country enjoys through natural resources and 
advantageous geographical position for the South American, Mexican, and Asiatic 
trade. They note, also, the enormous disparity between American and Euro- 
pean wages, the high rates charged by express companies, and the general heavy 
cost of handling business in the United States, and conclude that on the whole 
the "American danger " has been greatly exaggerated, and that a steadfast ad- 
herence by Germany to the educational system and commercial methods now in 
practice will leave the Fatherland little to fear in future competition with 
American manufactured goods." 

Some one may say what has all this got to do with my subject for discussion. 
It has everything to do with it. The question and answer method breathes and 
fosters the living spirit of the language and leads naturally to the living Ger- 
many. We should never lose sight of the supreme function of the modern 
language teacher which is to stand as mediator between our civilization and the 
civilization of the foreign nation his language represents. This function of the 
teacher receives additional emphasis in recent theories of social progress. Such 
men as Tarde in France, Baldwin in America, and the representatives of the 
"Völkerpsychologie" in Germany have shown that progress in civilization depends 
largely on the conditions which make possible "intercerebral" activity, i. e., 
interchange of ideas between individuals. Isolated man makes little or no pro- 
gress. Civilization is chiefly the product of the interaction of social forces, and 
it is the foreign forces that the modern language teacher should try to connect 
with our own and thus make possible the highest development of our own people. 



Aus unseren Wechselblättern. 



— „Wir nehmen die Kinder bei der Erziehung im allgemeinen viel zu ernst, 
weil viel zu geistig" — schreibt G. Kalb-Berlin im Aprilheft der „Monatsschrift für 
das Turnwesen" — „da3 Kind lebt viel mehr körperlich, als die meisten Lehrer und 
Erzieher glauben . . . Auf Grund solcher Gedanken reden wir, kurz gesagt, der 
Befreiung der Kindesnatur von den scholastischen Fesseln das Wort . . . das 
deutsche Turnen muss ein Sauerteig für die Schularbeit werden." — So ähnlich 
lesen wir vielfach 1906, und bekanntlich nicht nur in der Monatsschrift fürs Turn- 
wesen. Und wie hiess es vor 1900 ? „Die Schulerziehung hat es ausschliesslich mit 
der geistigen Natur des Kindes zu tun!" So kündete man aus Frankfurt, und so, 
genau so, stimmte der Chorus der papiernen 'Schulwelt in seltenem Vollklange ein. 
Nimmt man solche Tagesströmungen nicht vielleicht zu ernst? 

(R. Rissmann in der „Deutschen Schule".) 



Die rote Tinte. Ein Aufsatz des Württembergischen Schulwochenblattes 
(Nr. 16) erörtert die Gründe der wenig zufriedenstellenden Erfolge im Aufsatz- 
unterricht und findet einen derselben auch darin, dass zu selten Übungen vorgenom- 



1'4 PM VII 



